One West Lancs Forum Newsletter

October 2018

One West Lancs Forum - 10th September 2018
One West Lancs brings together voluntary, public and business sectors to
work in partnership to improve the quality of life for everyone in West
Lancashire and our latest forum event brought together 125 people from
68 organisations across these sectors. The theme was ‘Strengthening and
developing the voluntary, community, faith and social enterprise (VCFSE)
sector’s role in the West Lancs health economy’. The day also included the
launch of West Lancs Borough Council’s Health & Wellbeing Strategy.
In welcoming everyone, Greg Mitten, the Chair of the One West Lancs
Board and Chief Officer for West Lancashire CVS encouraged those
attending to see this event as a starting point for the future and a
mechanism by which partners could begin to look at ways of working
together collaboratively to improve the health and wellbeing of the
residents of West Lancashire. He highlighted the fact that the event
showed a commitment from the public and private stakeholders who are
acknowledging the vital role of the VCFSE sector and actively seeking to
invest in the sector by developing partnership working.
The day included the following presentations:



‘Securing our population health – an emergent model’: Sakthi
Karunanithi, Director of Public Health Lancashire.
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West Lancs Borough Council Health & Wellbeing Strategy
launch: Kim Webber, Chief Executive, WLBC, Cllr Kevin Wright,
Portfolio Holder for Health and Community Safety, WLBC, and
Caroline Robinson Health and Wellbeing Strategy Manager, WLBC.




Building for the Future Jackie Moran, West Lancashire CCG
Co-production with the VCFSE: Louise Giles – Head of
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Full details of all these presentations can be found on the One West Lancs
website: www.onewestlancs.org/forum.html

BetterPoints
bringing
better health
Tech innovation company
BetterPoints has been
working in Skelmersdale
over the last 18 months,
encouraging residents
towards better health by
using a behaviour change
app to increase activity
levels.

Community Safety Partnership
Community Action and Engagement Day
West Lancashire Community Safety Partnership is inviting Skelmersdale
residents to join West Lancashire Borough Council, Police, Fire Service
Officers and other agencies for a Community Action and Engagement Day
in their neighbourhood. Personnel will be providing information to
residents on a range of issues.
Residents are also being encouraged to get rid of any unwanted rubbish or
combustible materials. Throughout the events 'Community Skips' funded
by West Lancashire Community Safety Partnership will be located at the
following locations:







Mon 22nd October
Tues 23rd October
Wed 24th October
Mon 29th October
Tues 30th October
Wed 31st October

Tanhouse Community Centre Car Park
Birch Green, Flordon, near Silver Birch pub
Skelmersdale, Near High Street Shops
Little Digmoor, Abbeywood, Behind Shop
Digmoor, Beechtrees, first left car park
Moorside, Cherrycroft, on field

For more information contact Clifford Owens, Community Safety Officer,
West Lancashire Borough Council on 01695 585394 ext 5394.

Go4it event
The annual Go4it event is planned for Saturday 3rd and Sunday
4th November between 5pm-8pm at Skelmersdale Fire Station. The event
aims to provide enjoyable diversionary activities for youngsters and a
means of engaging with their families in the run-up to Bonfire Night.
Activities will include:
• Pulsar Laser Quest • Total Wipeout Eliminator • Carousel Castle •
• Batak • Hook-a-Duck Stall with sweet prizes • Bouncy Boxing •
For more information contact Clifford Owens, Community Safety Officer,
West Lancashire Borough Council on 01695 585394 ext 5394

This Skelmersdale Reward
scheme was introduced
by Well Skelmersdale, as
part of its drive to
improve health in the
town, and is supported
by West Lancs Clinical
Commissioning Group
(CCG), Active West Lancs
and West Lancs CVS.
Recent feedback
suggests that the
BetterPoints app is
changing people’s lives
for the better. Local
resident Kimberley says:
‘On Sundays instead of
lazy days we now go for
long countryside walks, all
because of the
BetterPoints app. The app
helps to keep me active
and encourages my 10
year old son to do the
same. I find myself
wanting to walk for longer
periods of time to see the
points add up, me and my
son have opted to walk to
and from school rather
than going in the car.’
More information can be
found at https://
skelmersdalerewards.bett
erpoints.uk/

New CCG Investment Fund
for voluntary sector
West Lancs Clinical Commissioning Group (CCG) is investing £100,000 into the
West Lancs voluntary, community, faith and social enterprise (VCFSE) sector this
Autumn - focusing on the themes of strengthening communities, increasing
community resilience, and keeping people well.
At the One West Lancs Health Network event on 10th September 2018, West
Lancs CCG as the local health commissioner, Lancashire Care NHS Foundation
Trust as the mental health service provider and Virgin Care as the community and
urgent care provider, confirmed their commitment to joint work with the VCFSE
sector. Therefore, allocation of the CCG funding can be the starting point of
bringing the system together to improve the health and wellbeing of the
community.
This investment will support the CCG work towards place-based integrated health
and care systems and encourage development of local connectivity between the
VCFSE sector and primary, community and hospital services. Larger VCFSE
organisations will be expected to work in partnership alongside local smaller
organisations and groups, as well as making good use of community venues and
services. This will support the development of a social prescribing approach in
West Lancs, as well as assisting the mapping of the VCFSE assets in each area.
As a condition of any funding being awarded, the local partnerships will be
expected to provide representation into the One West Lancs Health & Wellbeing
partnership. This will ensure that the VCFSE plays a role in the developing West
Lancs Integrated Care Partnership.
Organisations can apply for a range of funding – up to £25,000 – and deadlines
are November 7th and 14th depending on grant pot.
For further information or to request an application form, please email
enquiries@wlcvs.org.

Safe Teens project
The Safe Teens Project aims to ensure girls and young women aged 1319 years old are supported and given the skills to build resilience and
confidence, to promote an understanding of healthy relationships and
consent. Support is given to deal with issues including domestic abuse,
sexual harassment, child sexual exploitation, and social media abuses
such as cyber bullying, grooming or revenge porn to enable girls and
young women to fulfil their potential and keep them safe from harm.
The Liberty Centre is delivering the Safe Teens project on behalf of the
West Lancashire Community Safety Partnership (WLCSP). It is funded
through the Home Office, and is one of only 17 projects funded across
England. West Lancashire Borough Council, the Liberty Centre and West
Lancashire Clinical Commissioning Group (CCG) worked together on the
successful application.
During the summer holidays, the Safe Teens Project worked in
partnership with the Artz Centre to deliver an innovative programme
exploring issues around teen relationships such as sexting, abuse and
what makes a relationship happy and healthy. In addition to this, the
young people looked at how peer pressure and social media influences
affects their mental health, self-esteem, and body image.
The work created by the young people was showcased during the Safe
Teens presentation evening on Tuesday 16th October 2018 (see photo
above).
If you would like further information about the project, do contact the
Safe Teens Worker Stacey Hives on 01695 50600 or email
stacey@thelibertycentre.org.uk.

GENGA group working in West Lancs
GENGA is the name given to the 40+ local and national agencies working
together to disrupt and deter organised criminality, protect the most
vulnerable communities and prepare them to be resilient against
organised criminality.
Founded by Lancashire constabulary nine years ago as a multi-agency
approach to tackling serious and organised crime, its motto is ‘building
intelligence, toppling organised crime’.
In West Lancs, the GENGA group has been meeting since Spring 2018 to
tackle serious and organised crime. They recently received Proceeds of
Crime Act funding for two knife bins and these have been placed at the
Digmoor and Tanhouse Community Centres in Skelmersdale.
A ‘test purchasing’ operation for knives has also been conducted whereby
an underage person attempts to buy a knife to test if retailers will sell to
them. This was very successful, with no knives being sold to underage
purchasers, and shopkeepers saying they are being extra diligent with the
sale of knives due to recent publicity.
On-going work is proceeding on a number of referrals all around West
Lancashire, ranging from drug dealing, human trafficking, modern slavery
and violent individuals.
For more information contact Clifford Owens, Community Safety Officer,
West Lancashire Borough Council on 01695 585394 ext 5394.
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New website for Tawd project
West Lancs Borough Council is working with a range of partners to
develop the potential of Tawd Valley Park and to provide
opportunities for people to enjoy the valley to the full. The Park is a
hidden jewel in the heart of Skelmersdale and is widely regarded as
the green heart of the town. A new website has recently been
launched which gives full information on the wide ranging plans:
www.tawd.net

Email:
enquiries@wlcvs.org

C/o West Lancs CVS

West Lancashire Borough Council is leading on the Tawd project and
is working closely with a range of partners on this scheme including:
Groundwork CLM, River Douglas Catchment Partnership, Lancashire
County Council, West Lancs CVS, Environment Agency, United Utilities,
SHARES, West Lancs College and Lathom High School.

Certacs House
10-12 Westgate
Skelmersdale
Lancs
WN8 8AZ

Following a wide ranging consultation last year, a Masterplan has
been created to guide the development. The regeneration and
development works have started and are expected to continue for 3
years.

One West Lancs Thematic Groups
To date One West Lancs Thematic Groups have been set up looking at issues in the following areas:


Skills, Training and Employment Partnership (STEP)



Community Safety Partnership

These links will take you to



Health and Wellbeing Partnership

pages on the One West Lancs



Children and Young People's

website where information on



People and Communities

the thematic groups and copies



Ageing Well Partnership/Dementia Friendly

of their action plans, minutes

Communities

and agendas can be found.
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